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News Brief 
 

 

 The Executive Committee of the National Economic Council (ECNEC) yesterday approved the             

'Countrywide Ponds and Canals Development Project' with an estimated cost of Tk 1,334.95 crore in a bid to 

preserve surface water through development and re-excavation of ponds and canals. The approval came at 

the ECNEC meeting at the NEC conference room in the city's Sher-e-Bangla Nagar area with its 

Chairperson Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in the chair.The ECNEC approved nine projects involving Tk 

10,331.75 crore. The cost of all the projects will come from the state exchequer.  

 Secretary General of the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) Kitack Lim yesterday assured 

Bangladesh that the IMO will provide all-out support for exploring potentials in the country’s shipping 

sector.  The assurance came as the IMO Chief met President Abdul Hamid at Bangabhaban. During the 

meeting, the IMO Secretary General lauded the progress of Bangladesh’s Marine Training Academy and its 

shipbuilding industry. Welcoming Lim at Bangabhaban, President Hamid said Bangladesh is now building 

inland ships and ocean-going vessels maintaining the international standard.Mentioning that Bangladesh also 

has enough trained naval crew, he sought cooperation from the IMO in creating job opportunities in foreign 

ships and strengthening the capacity of Bangladesh’s shipping sector.  

 Bangladesh has sought continued US support to resolve Rohingya crisis as more Rohingyas fleeing 

violence to seek safety in Bangladesh. Foreign Minister AH Mahmood Ali raised the issue during his 

meeting with visiting acting Assistant Secretary of US Department of State for South and Central Asian 

Affairs Alice Wells yesterday. While discussing the situation in Myanmar’s Rakhine State, the acting 

Assistant Secretary said the current situation in Myanmar is ‘quite concerning’. The Foreign Minister 

described the evolving situation there, including the recent initiatives taken by the government of 

Bangladesh in this regard. 

 Railways Minister Mujibul Haque yesterday said the government has taken all the necessary steps to 

ensure safe and comfortable journeys for holidaymakers as millions, like every year, are set to leave the 

capital ahead of Eid-ul-Azha. After visiting the Kamalapur Railway Station, he also said members of law 

enforcement agencies, including RAB and police, are ready to ensure the foolproof security for the 

passengers at departure points in the city. 

 Around 80 percent of readymade garment factories have paid festival allowances and a number of 

factories paid wage to their workers for the upcoming Eid-ul-Azha. BGMEA sources, however, said, they 

are trying their best to ensure payment of salary and festival allowances to their workers by tomorrow 

(Thursday).    

 Dhaka South City Corporation has assured residents of cleaning wastes on the streets within 24 hours 

after slaughtering  of sacrificial animals on  the day of Eid-Ul-Azha. Eid holidays of waste management 

workers were cancelled to ensure swift cleaning, Mayor Sayeed Khokon said at a meeting in Dhaka 

yesterday. 

 Commerce Minister Tofail Ahmed yesterday hoped paperless trade will pave the way for attaining the 

country's export target. "Automation process is being carried out in different government offices related to 

export and import, and Bangladesh has decided to join the paperless trade initiative of UNESCAP," he said. 

The Minister made the remarks while addressing as a panelist a "high-level dialogue on enhancing regional 

trade through effective partnership in the digital economy" in Bangkok. United Nations Economic and 

Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) organised the dialogue.    

 Bangladesh and World Bank (WB) yesterday struck a deal for digitising monitoring of the country’s 

annual development programs and improving public procurement performance. The US $55 million 

Digitising Implementation Monitoring and Public Procurement Project (DIMAPPP) will help Bangladesh to 

expand electronic government procurement (e-GP) to all public sector organisations. It will also help 

improving the capacity to monitor implementation of development projects and programs using digital 

technology. Economic Relations Division (ERD) Secretary Kazi Shofiqul Azam and WB Country Director 

Qimiao Fan signed the deal at ERD.      

 DSEX, the key index of Dhaka Stock Exchange (DSE) closed yesterday at 5,948.51 points. 
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